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TAGS: MARR, MASS, UK, NATO, GW, IT 

SUBJECT: FAVORABLE PROSPECTS FOR MRCA PRODUCTION 
DECISION IN THE FRG 

REF: LONDON 00762 DTG 161529Z JAN 76 

1 . THE SPD PARLIAMENTARY GROUP IN THE BUNDESTAG, IN A 
SECRET BALLOT SEVERAL DAYS AGO, VOTED OVERWHELM- 
INGLY IN FAVOR OF THE FRG PROCEEDING WITH THE PRODUCTION 
OF THE MRCA. SINCE THE OPPOSITION CDU/CSU HAS GENERALLY 
BEEN IN FAVOR OF THE PROJECT, IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE 
DUNDESTAG AS A WHOLE WILL APPROVE THE PRODUCTION 
DECISION. A SENIOR MILITARY OFFICER IN THE DEFENSE 
MINISTRY HAS INDICATED THAT THE FINAL VOTE WILL PROBABLY 
TAKE PLACE IN MAY. 
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